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Synopsis

The incredible unexplored connections between two of historya ™s greatest leaders Ronald
Reagan and Winston Churchill were true giants of the twentieth century, but somehow historians
have failed to notice the many similarities between these extraordinary leaders. Until now. In
Greatness, Steven F. Haywarda "who has written acclaimed studies of both Reagan and
Churchilla "goes beneath the superficial differences to uncover the remarkable (and remarkably
important) parallels between the two statesmen. In exploring these connections, Hayward shines a
light on the nature of political genius and the timeless aspects of statesmanshipa “critical lessons in
this or any age.A swift-moving and original book, Greatness reveals:a ¢ The striking similarities
between Reagana ™s and Churchilld ™s political philosophies: the two were of the same mind on
national defense, the economy, and many other critical issuesa ¢ What made both Reagan and
Churchill so effective in the public arenaa "including their shared gift for clearly communicating their
messages to the people a ¢ The connecting thread of the Cold War, which was bookended by
Churchilla ™s & celron Curtaina « address of 1946 and Reagana ™s & ceTear Down This Walla «
speech of 19874 ¢ The odd coincidences that mark everything from their childhoods to their shifts
from Left to Right to their shared sense of personal and national destinyUltimately, Hayward shows,
the examples of Churchill and Reagan teach us what is most decisive about political leadership at
the highest levela "namely, character, insight, imagination, and will. Greatness also serves as a
sharp rebuke to contemporary historians who dismiss notions of greatness and the power of
individuals to shape history. Hayward demonstrates that the British historian Geoffrey Elton had it
right when he wrote, & ceWhen | meet a historian who cannot think that there have been great men,

great men moreover in politics, | feel myself in the presence of a bad historian.a «
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Customer Reviews

I've been saying for many years now that the only two men of the Twentieth Century who qualify as
"eternal heroes" are Ronald Reagan and Sir Winston Churchill. Imagine my glee upon discovering
that Steven Hayward has taken the time to compare these two epic figures in his new book,
Greatness. What is offered here is a lengthy essay considering just how similar these seemingly
dissimilar leaders were. Via the examination of their overlapping attributes, the author is able to
illustrate a recipe for what prodigiousness in man is.On the surface, the juxtaposition of Reagan and
Churchill does not seem apt, yet the narrator undertakes substantial effort to illustrate just how
much they had in common. When we think of Churchill, we immediately think of his monstrous wit
and intellect, but, in reality, we should also think the same about the 40th President of the United
States. Certainly, he was not a scholar, but Reagan wrote thousands and thousands of pages for
radio addresses and columns which kept his name alive during the wilderness years of the late and
middle seventies. Reagan’s wit and humor was every bit the equal to Churchill’s. Both men were
mavericks who never allowed their political parties to predetermine their views or actions. These
were conservatives occasionally distrusted by their fellow conservatives, but, regardless, they
managed to outshine all of their peers.Greatness, albeit it short, manages to convey the spirit of two
titans who will be referenced well into the next millennium. It reads very quickly, but what will be
best remembered are the quotations detailed within. The words of Reagan and the words of
Churchill flower over every page, and, by letting his subjects speak, Hayward has fulfilled his

mission.
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